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Growing Up in Nunda and Portage Project 

 Last year, the Nunda Historical Society embarked on a multi-year project we call Growing Up in 
Nunda and Portage.  Our goal is to collect, preserve, and present childhood memories, photographs, and 
memorabilia from the past century. 

 The first phase of the project focused on gathering photographs and memories from people who grew 
up in the area.  Through our newsletter, Facebook page, website, and posters, we invited the community to 
share childhood stories and photographs.  Many of these images were featured in this yearôs historical       
calendar.  Other photographs, along with the collected memories, and objects from our collections will be 
used in a special exhibit, Childhood Remembered: Home, School, Play & Community, opening in March 
along the west wall of our Meeting Room. 

You can still take part in this project in several ways: 

 First, if you have childhood photographs, we invite you to share them along with a short description: 
who is in the photo, where and when it was taken, and any memories associated with it.  Digital copies are 
welcome, or we are happy to scan photographs if you can bring them in.  These images will be added to a 
slideshow that will run alongside the exhibit throughout the year.  We are also looking to borrow objects that 
evoke growing up in the area.  These items will be securely displayed in locked cases and returned at the end 
of the year.  If you have an object you are willing to share, please contact us. 

 Second, you may still submit written memories of your local childhood.  This can be a paragraph or 
two, or an entire story.  (Youôll find questions on page 11 of this newsletter that can be used as writing 
prompts.)  Submissions may be mailed to NHS, Box 341, Nunda, NY 14517, or emailed to 
nhs@frontier.com.  You may also choose to record yourself answering the questions or sharing stories of 
growing up.  If you need help with recording or submitting your audio, please let us know. 

 Finally, throughout the year we will host a series of programs focused on local childhood memories. 
These programs are designed to collect memories from audience members about growing up in the area.  
Sessions will focus on Nunda, Dalton, Hunt, Portageville,    
Tuscarora, and growing up on a farm.  Programs will be held 
live via Zoom so that those who live farther away can also    
participate.  They will also be recorded and added to our        
museum archives.  Please check the schedule for details. 

 We hope you will take part in this important project so 
that future generations will know what it was like to grow up in 
our communities in the ñold days.ò 
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Mrs. Long and the Keshequa 3rd Graders made 
this quilt in the 2001-2002 school year. 



 Welcome to our first newsletter of the year!  We hope you and your  
family are having a good winterðit certainly has been an ñold-fashionedò one 
for much of the country. Luckily, spring is right around the corner. 

 We are looking ahead to March and the beginning of our program year. 
As youôll see in the 2026 program schedule included in this issue, we have 
planned a busy and exciting year as we celebrate Our Place in Americaôs Story, 
our theme for the 250th anniversary of our nationôs independence. 

 Although our public programs do not begin until March 1, we have been 
busy at the Museum with special projects, new displays, and our ongoing work 
of accessioning, maintenance, and planning.  Weôve included several ñbehind-
the-scenesò peeks in this issue, which you may have noticed has expanded to 
twelve pages.  Special thanks go to our friends at ARC GLOW Printshop in Mount Morris, who continue to 
do a wonderful job at an affordable price. 

 We are also pleased to have added several new volunteers to our regular Tuesday morning work team. 
A big NHS welcome goes out to Tom and Dee Burt, Patty Therrien, and Bob Gelser, who have joined our  
talented group of volunteers. 

 Finally, I want to thank all our members for your continued and valuable support!  We truly couldnôt 
do it without you.  I hope everyone has an opportunity to visit us during the coming year, either in person or 
through one of our online programs.  And as always, if you have questions, concerns, or suggestions, please 
feel free to contact me at tscook@rochester.rr.com or 585-465-0971. 
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Tom Cook 

The NHS Online! 

 In todayôs world, the internet has become an essential tool for historical societies. Our website, 
www.nundahistory.org, has been online for more than twenty years!  It continues to be an important      
resource for those seeking historical information as well as the latest news from the Nunda Historical    
Society. 

 Our Facebook page has been especially successful.  As of this writing, we have more than 3,000 
followers and now average well over 1,000 views on our daily history posts.  In January alone, our posts 
received more than 173,800 views!  If you donôt already follow the Nunda Historical Society on Face-
book, we invite you to join us there. 

 This year, with the help of NHS member Emily Pierce, we are expanding our online 
presence to include Instagram.  Since Instagram is especially popular with younger genera-
tions, we hope this will help spark additional interest in local history and in the Societyôs 
work. 

You can also keep up with the latest news 
from the Nunda Historical Society by 
viewing our display case at the Nunda 
Post office. 

And many of our publications are for sale 
at the Nunda Family Pharmacy on State 
Street. 

http://www.nundahistory.org/
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 On Wednesday, February 4th, our History Adventure Team hosted elementary classes in the NHS' 
Dalton History Room on the Global Day of Play.  Teachers were able to sign up for half-hour sessions,  
giving their students a chance to experience a variety of old-fashioned games and toys from the 19th and 
20th century.   
 NHS Team members Carol Castor, Tom Cook, Ann Crandall, Marge Foose, Karla Gordinier, Sue 
Long, and Laura Thornton had a great time with the students who ranged from PreK to 4th Grade.  
In the coming months team members will be leading local history adventures with the classes and plans are 
underway for several field trips to the Nunda Museum and Rose Shave Gallery in May and June. 

    
  Other members of the 
 team who were unable to     
 participate are Judy DeGrood 
 and Margaret Grosse. 
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 Greetings from the Town and Village of Nunda Historianôs Office!  
Any local history researcher will tell you that researching genealogy is fun and 
frustrating all at the same time.  It is fun to find new family and new information 
that gives you a better idea of your past.  Itôs frustrating to hit that inevitable brick 
wall and come to a standstill.  To start you on your genealogical journey and give 
you a few ideas of where to look, I thought I would share 

the genealogical highlights of a project that recently came my way.  
I recently acquired this mid-19th century spool wash stand, purchased at an 

auction in Ossian, NY about ten years ago.  On the back was written ñArvilla Bisbee/
Bradleyôs Spool Wash standò and on the inside of the drawer was written ñMarian 
Barron, 145 Cascadilla Pkò.  Since Bisbee is an Ossian name I tried Ancestry.com 
(available for free at Bell Memorial Library) for Arvilla Bisbee to no availéBecause 
Arvillaôs given first name, and the one she went by before she married, was Fidelia!  
She disappears after the 1855 census so I typed in Arvilla Bradley and continued  
tracing her and her husband Abram from Ossian to Canaseraga and later the widowed 
Arvilla and her widower son-in-law William Mitchell to Boliver, NY and then back 
to Canaseraga.  (Similar information is available on FamilySearch.org.) 

As luck would have it, in 2015 the Societyôs calendar theme was ñHamlets Around Nundaò. Bisbee-
town was one such hamlet and featured a picture of the Luther J and Eliza (nee West) Bisbee house that     
formerly stood at the top of the first knoll east of the Town of Nunda line on Rt 436 in the Town of Ossian.  
Arvilla Bisbee is one of the persons shown.  How lucky was I to find this?  Continuing my research, I checked 
Find-A-Grave and was able to trace out that Arvillaôs great granddaughter was Mrs. John H. Barron of Ithaca. 
The frustration here is that women did not use their given names after they were married.  I assumed that  
Marian Mitchell Barron was Mrs. John H. Barron but I wanted to see it in writing to validate my theory.  So, I 
turned to Newspapers.com, a subscription service that has compiled and indexed hundreds of newspapers, to 
see if there was an obituary with more details published near Marian Barronôs home in Ithaca, NY.  Sure 
enough, an obituary for Mrs. Marian Mitchell Barron, of 145 Cascadilla Park, Ithaca, widow of John Hall 
Barron popped up in The Times-Union in 1969.  

To come full circle, I would theorize that the wash stand was a wedding gift to Arvilla in about 1860 
when she married Abram.  From there it was passed down through the line to her great granddaughter Marian 
Mitchell Barron who passed it down to her sons Vincent and Robert Barron.  Vincentôs son Nathaniel        
commented previously that his third great grandmother often went around marking family information on   
numerous things.  I am pleased to own a little piece of Ossian history. 

By now Iôm sure you are aware that 2026 is the 250th birthday of America.  It seems like every        
organization is celebrating the occasion in some way.  You can be part of that celebration.  Start doing your 
own family genealogy.  The Nunda Historical Society has a lot of information on hand and can guide you on 
where to find more.  Stop in on Tuesday morning 9-12 or the first and third Sunday of each month. We look 
forward to helping you get started with your own adventure. 

 Historically yours, 
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Valerie J.V. Griffing, Town Historian  
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 On Wednesday, September 10th, Don Burger, 
host of the Song Kitchen Show on WRAQ 92.7 FM, 
led members of the community in a performance of 
songs celebrating the Nunda area.  The group met   
several times at the museum over the past year to     
create the songs. 

 On Sunday, October 5th the public was invited to visit 
Nundaôs historic Oakwood Cemetery to meet some of itôs notable 
residents, including Polly Paine, Captain Hand and Cora Dowling. 
Local artist Sandra Bonadonna 
provided an introduction to 
graveyard art and symbols.  
There was a special museum  
display inside the 1902 cemetery 
vault and a family scavenger 
hunt.  The weather was lovely 
and warm for a beautiful Fall 
event! 

Discover Oakwood Cemetery Day  


