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2025  Programs 

Yes, the Nunda Historical Society needs YOU! 
 Most of our readers are already ñsigned upò as members, and we thank you! 
With around 150 members today, your dues, donations, and support are essential to 
the ongoing success of our organization. (And we hope youôll ñre-enlistò when    
renewal notices go out for the 2026 year.) 

 But we also need you in other ways. Weôd like to revitalize some of the    
Societyôs committees, bringing in new ideas and energy. And thanks to modern 
technology, you donôt even need to be local to contribute; with a computer or even 
just a telephone, you can add your ideas and experiences from anywhere.  

Program Committee ï Help identify future programs and activities. 

Membership Committee ï Assist with our annual membership drive. 

Development Committee ï Share your fundraising and grant ideas. 

Exhibit Committee ï Contribute to creating new displays and exhibit boards. 

 Weôre also looking for docents so we can expand our hours. Currently, weôre open Tuesday mornings 
and the first and third Sunday afternoons, March through November. Weôd love to add every Sunday- or even a 
few evenings- but we need more volunteers. Could you spare a few hours a month? Donôt worry if youôre not 
familiar with Nunda history- we will train you, and you would always have a partner on duty. We would also 
appreciate help with our daily Facebook posts, website, and video editing. 

 If youôd like to answer Uncle Samôs call for volunteers, let us know! (And if youôve already checked 
the ñvolunteerò box on your membership form, youôll be hearing from us soon.) 

To all our members- past and present- thank you for making us one of the most active and successful historical 
societies in the Genesee Valley. We look forward to welcoming more of you to help us continue to grow! 
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Keshequa First Graders visited the Museum in June 
to learn about life in the 19th Century, including the 
ways that children helped out 
with daily household chores. 



 I hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful summer- we certainly did here at 
the Museum! 

 As youôll see in this newsletter, we have been hard at work on our     
mission to preserve and promote local history.  Along with some exciting     
summer programs, much has been happening behind the scenes. Our librarians 
continue accessioning donations, while other volunteers are making excellent 
progress digitizing accession records that go back over forty years. Weôve also 
been developing new displays, exhibits, and a resource to assist with property 
research in the village and town. Youôll hear more about these projects in future 
newsletters. 

 Another exciting development is in publishing. With eighteen titles already in our gift shop, we are 
now exploring publishing through Amazonôs Kindle platform. Weôve started with a small book of stories I 
wrote nearly fifty years ago, and we hope on-demand printing will make it easier and more affordable to share 
additional manuscripts. While weôll continue to use local printers for our calendars and other items, this     
approach will allow us to add more titles, all available on Amazon as well as locally through our gift shop,  
Nunda Family Pharmacy, and Bell Memorial Library. Proceeds from local sales will continue to go directly to 
the NHS. We expect at least one more book to be ready later this year! 

Enjoy this latest newsletter, and as always, please reach out with any questions or concerns at 585-465-0971 
or tscook@rochester.rr.com or visit our website at www.nundahistory.org.  
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Tom Cook 

Programs and Activities Spring and Summer 2025 

Dennis James presented ñMusic Masterpieces in 
Miniatureò at Trinity Church on April 27th. 

On July 20th, storyteller Cris Riedel shared ñStories They 
Brought With Themò from pioneer times. 

On May 14th, members were quizzed about the 
U.S. Constitution by Betsy Ross in an interactive 
program from American History Live. 

Tom and Jim   
Byrnes 
shared old 
photos of 
downtown 
Nunda as 
part of the 
sidewalk 
tours during 
Americana 
Day on July 
12th. 

http://www.nundahistory.org/
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In addition to hosting a variety of history adventures for elementary students in our history room in Dalton, 

the KCS Fourth Graders also took part in a special history day at the Nunda Museum in May.  It included a 

museum scavenger hunt, writing in cursive with quill pens, a comparison of 19th century tools with modern 

tools, and hands-on learning activities about making clothing in the 19th and early 20th century, from 

growing flax to spinning, weaving and sewing.  The day concluded with a storytelling session with         

Onondaga Turtle Clan member Perry Ground.  
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Writing in cursive with quill pens 
made from wild turkey feathers 

Weaving on a loom 

A student volunteer helps in the storytelling with Perry Ground  

Tools ñTHENò 
and ñNOWò 

What is flax?  How can thread be 
made from a hard scratchy plant?  

Scavenger hunt 
in the Museum  

Sewing with-
out electricity 



 

A big THANK YOU to all our members who 
helped out with our Yard Sale and Bake Sale on 
August 16th! We raised over $1000! Thanks to all 
the bakers, contributors, and shoppers!!!  
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 In our last newsletter, Megan Klem, Director of Preservation Services at The 
Landmark Society of Western NY, wrote about the creation of the Nunda Village 
Historic District, now officially listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
As she explained, ñThe National Register listing is honorary, recognizing the       
historic significance of Nundaôs architecture, development, and cultural heritage. It 
does not place restrictions on private property owners unless state or federal funding 
or permitting is involved.ò (For more on tax credits and other information, see our 
Spring 2025 newsletter.) 

 For those living in one of the ñcontributingò properties in the new historic 
district- or for anyone who owns an older home- the Landmark Society has recently 
published a helpful new guide: The Historic House Handbook: A Sensitive Guide 

for Old-House Living by Steve Jordan. This 114-page illustrated book is described as ñthe authoritative 
maintenance and repair resource for old-house owners, with helpful guidelines and advice for historic  
neighborhood living.ò 

 The handbook offers chapters on understanding historic architectural styles, researching your house, 
planning projects, and dealing with common challenges such as roofs, basements, and foundations. Other 
sections address preserving important exterior and interior features, energy conservation, and more.        
Particularly useful is the chapter ñResources for Homeowners: Permits, Designations, and Funding,ò which 
provides guidance on navigating local paperwork and highlights possible sources of grants and tax credits. 

 Steve Jordanôs Historic House Handbook is a valuable resource for anyone living in an older home- 
defined as fifty years or older- whether in the village or the countryside.  
Copies are available from the Landmark Society 
(www.landmarksociety.org) or through Amazon for $14.95 plus shipping.  
Locally, you can browse a copy at the Nunda Historical Society or borrow 
one from the Bell Memorial Library. 

2026 Calendar Update 
 Work continues on our upcoming calendar ñGrowing Up in  
Nunda and Portage.ò   We have been collecting memories on our 
Memory Board in the Nunda Museum and through our daily Facebook 
posts.  Local residents have also been sharing wonderful photographs 
with us.  Many of these photographs and memories will appear in the 
calendar, while all will be part of a special exhibit that will open next 
spring.  If you have memories of growing up in the area and childhood 
photographs, it is not too late to take part.  You can send your favorite 
childhood memories and copies of photographs to the nhs@frontier.com 
or mail them to NHS Box 341, Nunda NY  14517.                          

Please help us preserve this important aspect of Nundaôs pastΗ 

http://www.landmarksociety.org/
mailto:nhs@frontier.com


Find us on Facebook!  @nundahistoricalsociety 

 On the morning of Saturday, August 9th, the NHS hosted a special Nunda Native Heritage event     

featuring Perry Ground, Onondaga storyteller and educator. The program included two sessions: ñLacrosse, 

the Creatorôs Game,ò a hands-on workshop exploring the traditional roots of this sport in the Genesee Val-

ley, and ñMore Stories from the People of the Longhouse.ò  The event was sponsored by the Once Again 

Nut Butter Company. The Society looks forward to continuing to host programs like this in the future. 

Mayor Jack Morgan gave members a  tour of 
the Village Police Department building. 
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Historic Building Tours and Annual Picnic  

Members enjoyed the picnic in the Historical 
Society Pavilion after the tours. 

A tour of the Masonic Lodge led by Bob Cox  

Local musician and 
storyteller Don 
Dwyer provided the 
entertainment: 
ñSongs of the Erie 
Canalò. 


